AGM 2024 Gordon Setter Health Update
Registrations 2023 = 137
No end of year health summary yet as still waiting for the final BRS for final figures. Generally though there is good compliance with health testing and an improvement in eye testing requirements before breeding. 
Only two health reports received in 2023. These were two bitches,one with Dilated Cardiomyopathy and one with a brain tumour. 
I am still encouraging owners and breeders to submit information on any health conditions their Gordons get whether hereditary or not so we can build up a worthwhile database. Health forms can be downloaded from breed websites or sent directly by me .The online submission can be completed via the breed websites and this is very quick to do. 
The heart survey by Nottingham University has been updated and there is a new link or QR code to complete this (currently on breed clubs Facebook pages)If you did the previous one please resubmit the information given and any new cases are welcome. Mark Dunning is the vet overseeing this project and it has been rather disjointed during and since Covid.He  now has a dedicated person to look at this for us so hopefully we can get this going again and then be able to get some information about the extent of heart problems in Gordons. Many thanks to those of you who have been giving information. 
Another link which I have recently posted is a survey by the Veterinary Cardiology Society and they are trying to ascertain which breeds may benefit from heart testing. This survey is open to dogs whether they have a heart condition or not. 

Update on the Canine Genetics Centre (CGC)
With the collapse of the AHT,the genetics team and all DNA samples saved there moved to Cambridge University and were funded by a number of different sources including the Kennel Club Charitable Trust (KCCT). The KCCT announced they would no longer be funding the CGC which left them at serious risk of not being able to continue their valuable work. 
Cathryn Mellersh addressed breed communities explaining the funding and discussing the future of the CGC. She suggested that some funding could come from each breed and if they gave a donation of £1500 this along with other funding would be enough to keep the CGC functioning for another year. The KCCT will no longer be approached or relied on for funding. The breed funding would be a one off donation as they appreciate many breeds would not be able to sustain longterm funding. 
There has been an advisory group set up to look at the longterm funding needs of CGC. 
The CGC is canine specific and one of only a handful of such research institutions worldwide. The team have identified 32 mutations resulting in 27 commercial tests -this was the team who found PRA -rcd-4 in Gordons and it was Dr Louise Burmeister who found it when she was a student! The team have always worked very closely with breed clubs and are always at hand to help and advise with any genetic and health queries. 
Examples of current projects;
Exploring potential and new emerging eye condition across all breeds.
Collaborating with Queen’s Vet School, Cambridge into IVDD
Investigating the genetics of idiopathic epilepsy across multiple dog breeds
Using genome sequencing  to pinpoint mutations responsible for hereditary disease.

The CGC and Gordon Setters
The CGC has 463 DNA samples from Gordon Setters. 
The research samples date from 2005 and many from 2009 (PRA research),there are 14 samples from the USA. 
Samples reported for inherited disease are mainly PRA,cataracts and some epilepsy. 
From the 463 samples 152 are from the litter testing scheme funded by UGSR. 
The future of the CGC is a current topic for the breed clubs and the two questions I would ask the breed community is;
Does the breed want a DNA storage facility?
Do we want access to a genetic research facility? There are may DNA testing labs but most of them do not offer any research facilities. 
Aswell as considering a breed donation as requested there are other ways to support the work of the CGC;
Breed clubs can help spread awareness and encourage individual donations – 20-30 people per breed giving £5 a month could really make a difference. 
Using the CGC commercial lab (as UGSR are) means profits made go directly to the research side. 
More information can be found at bit.ly/cgc-appeal
Many members have approached me with concerns about losing the CGC so it is an appropriate discussion to have at the AGMs with the breed committees and members. 


Finally the KC have introduced a 3 year term for Breed Health Co ordinators and I am delighted to have their support to continue in this role for the next 3 years. I thank the breed clubs and members for their support and as always I am here to help with any health issues which may arise. 

Kathryne Wrigley RVN       Breed Health Co ordinator

